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JOURNAL   OF   CAPT.   EDWARD   MjOTT. 

[FoR  this  interesting  narrative  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  suc- 
cessful result  of  the  expedition  from  Connecticut,  for  the  reduction 
of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  the  Society  is  indebted  to  Daniel 
C.  Oilman,  Esq.,  who  recently  discovered  it  among  the  papers  of 
Col.  Christopher  Leffingwell,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Street,  of  New  Haven. 

Captain  Edward  Mott,  of  Preston,  had  been  appointed,  in  April, 
1775,  to  the  command  of  a  company  in  Col.  Parsons's  regiment. 
From  the  inquiries  addressed  to  him  "about  the  situation  of  the 
people  of  Boston,"  it  appears  that  he  had  lately  returned  from  the 
American  camp  when  summoned  to  Hartford  to  take  the  conduct 
of  the  expedition  to  Ticonderoga ;  and  had  probably  inarched  with 
one  of  the  volunteer  companies  which  the  Lexington  alarm  called 
to  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  After  Ticonderoga  was  taken,  Capt. 
Mott  returned  to  Hartford,  to  report  the  success  of  the  expedition, 
and  was  immediately  dispatched  by  Governor  Trurnbull  to  Phila- 
delphia, to  communicate  the  intelligence  to  Congress.  His  com- 
pany had  meanwhile  marched  to  the  north,  under  Lieutenant 
Throop,  to  join  Col.  Hinman's  regiment  at  Ticonderoga, — where, 
before  the  first  of  June,  Capt.  Mott  resumed  his  command,  and  was 
in  service  with  the  northern  army  until  the  end  of  the  campaign 
of  1775,  and  was  present  at  the  taking  of  Chambly  and  the  sur- 
render of  St.  John's.  His  elder  brother,  Samuel,  was  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly,  in  May,  1775,  engineer  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel ;  in  August  fol- 
lowing was  commissioned  by  Congress  chief  engineer  of  the  north- 
ern army,  under  General  Schuyler;  and,  in  July,  1776,  was  ap- 
pointed colonel  of  one  of  the  six  battalions  to  be  raised  in  Connec- 
ticut, for  service  at  the  north. — having  previously  been  employed 
by  the  council  of  safety,  to  superintend  the  building  of  works  of 
defence  at  New  London,  Grcton,  Stonington,  and  other  points  on 
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the  coast.  Capt.  Edward  Mott  was  charged  with  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  works  at  Groton,  and  was  commandant  of  the 
fort  from  February  to  July,  1776 — when  he  was  promoted  major 
of  Col.  Gay's  regiment.  The  zeal,  devotion,  untiring  activity,  and 
distinguished  services  of  the  brothers  Mott,  in  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution, and  for  the  defence  of  the  colony,  demand  more  ample  com- 
memoration than  they  have  hitherto  received,  or  than  can  appro- 
priately be  accorded  to  them  in  this  place. 

The  journal  was  addressed  "To  Christo.  Leffingwell  Esqr.,"  at 
whose  desire  it  was  drawn  up,  as  appears  by  the  following  letter, 
for  which  we  are  also  indebted  to  Mrs.  Street.  j.  H.  T.] 


ALBANY  17th  July,  1775. 

Kind  Sir :  I  arrived  here  last  evening  from  New  York, 
where  I  had  been  sent  by  Col.  Hinrnan  to  acquaint  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  this  Province  with  the  situation  of  the 
troops  and  garrisons  in  this  Northern  Department. 

I  received  jour  letter  by  my  brother  at  Ticonderoga  the 
day  before  I  left  that  place,  in  which  you  desire  me  to  fur- 
nish you  with  a  journal  of  our  proceedings  when  we  first 
went  to  take  possession  of  that  garrison.  I  should  have 
made  out  a  journal  of  our  transactions  before  this  time  and 
have  transmitted  it  to  you,  but  have  not  had  one  single 
days  leisure  since  I  joined  the  army.  I  have  been  twice 
from  Fort  George  to  Ticonderoga,  which  are  forty  miles 
distant,  before  I  set  out  for  New  York,  so  that  I  have  been 
on  fatigue  the  whole  of  the  time. 

This  journey  to  New  York  hath  been  very  fatigueing, 
as  the  weather  hath  been  extremely  hot  and  dry,  and  the 
roads  extremely  dusty.  Shall  answer  your  request  as  soon 
as  have  leisure  sufficient. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  there  is  any  uneasiness 
amongst  our  people  in  Connecticut  about  the  appointment 
of  the  general  officers  by  the  Continental  Congress.  A  gen- 
tleman in  New  York  shewed  me  a  letter  he  had  from  his 
friend  in  Hartford  acquainting  him  that  there  was  great  un- 
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easiness  almost  universally  amongst  our  people  on  account 
of  General  Putnam  being  appointed  by  the  Congress,  and 
Generals  Wooster  and  Spencer  neglected ;  the  letter  also 
informed  that  the  most  part  of  the  officers  in  Connecti- 
cut service,  now  in  the  camp  near  Boston,  had  petitioned 
our  Assembly  to  have  something  done  about  that 
matter. 

I  fear  what  the  consequence  would  be,  if  our  Assembly 
should  undertake  to  say  or  do  anything  about  it,  as  there 
are  many  men  in  this  country  that  want  precedents,  though 
on  different  principles,  to  iincl  fault  with  the  doings  of  the 
Continental  Congress, — hope  none  of  the  New  England 
Colonies  will  serve  as  precedents  for  them  in  any  such 
case. — Desire  you  would  write  me  every  opportunity. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Sincerely  your  most 

Obedient  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  MOTT. 
To  Christopher  Leffingwell,  Esqr. 


PRESTON,  Friday,  28th  April,  1775.  Set  out  for  Hart- 
ford, where  I  arrived  the  same  day.  Saw  Christopher  Lef- 
fingwell, Esq.,  who  inquired  of  me  about  the  situation  of 
the  people  of  Boston.  When  I  had  gave  him  an  Account, 
he  asked  me  how  they  could  be  relieved,  and  where  I 
thought  we  could  get  artillery  and  stores.  I  told  him  I 
knew  not,  except  we  went  and  took  possession  of  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Crown  Point,  which  I  thought  might  be  done  by 
surprise,  with  a  small  number  of  men.  Mr.  Leffingwell 
left  me,  and  in  a  short  time  came  to  me  again  and  brought 
with  him  Samuel  II.  Parsons*  and  Silas  Deane,  Esqrs., 
when  he  asked  me  if  I  would  undertake  in  such  an  expe- 
dition as  we  had  talked  of  before.  I  told  him  I  would. 

*  See  Col.  Parsons's  letter  to  Joseph  Trurabull,  (VIII.) 
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They  told  me  they  wished  I  had  been  there  one  day  sooner; 
that  they  had  been  on  such  a  plan,  and  that  they  had  sent 
off  Messrs.  Noah  Phelps*  and  Bernard  Romans,  f  who  they 
had  supplied  with  £300  in  cash,  from  the  Treasur}^  and 
ordered  them  to  draw  for  more  if  they  should  need ;  that 
said  Phelps  and  Romans  were  gone  by  the  way  of  Salis- 
bury, where  they  would  make  a  stop;  they  expected  a 
small  number  of  men  would  join  them  ;  and  if  I  would  go 

*  Of  Simsbury.  See  Phelps's  History  of  Simsbury,  pp.  94,  95.  On  the  9th 
of  May,  while  the  party  were  at  Castleton,  Mr.  Phelps  went  in  advance  to 
Ticonderoga,  where,  "having  disguised  himself,  he  entered  the  fort  in  the 
character  of  a  countryman  wanting  to  be  shaved.  In  hunting  for  a  barber, 
he  observed  every  thing  critically,  asked  a  number  of  rustic  questions,  af- 
fected great  ignorance,  and  passed  unsuspected.  Before  night  he  withdrew, 
came  and  joined  his  party,  and  in  the  morning  guided  them  to  the  place  of 
destination." — Gordon's  Amer.  Revolution,  IT.,  13. 

f  Bernard  Romans  was  of  foreign  birth,  and  had  but  recently  become  an 
inhabitant  of  Hartford.  He  was  living  at  Pensacola,  in  1773;  had  been  em- 
ployed as  an  engineer  in  the  British  service  for  ''fourteen  years  back;"  had 
"been  sometimes  employed  as  a  commodore  in  the  king's  service,  sometimes 
at  the  head  of  large  bodies  of  men  in  the  woods,  and,  at  the  worst  of  times, 
had  been  master  of  a  merchantman  fitted  in  a  warlike  manner." — (Letter  to  N. 
Y.  Committee.}  He  was  a  man  of  respectable  talents,  literary  as  well  as  sci- 
entific and  professional.  In  1775,  he  published,  at  New  York,  "A  Concise 
Natural  History  of  East  and  West  Florida,"  &c.,  with  engravings  designed 
and  executed  by  himself;  and,  in  1778,  at  Hartford,  the  first  volume  of  "An- 
nals of  the  Troubles  in  the  Netherlands,"  &c.,  which  he  dedicated,  by 
permission,  to  Governor  Trumbull.  (The  second  volume  was  published 
in  1783.) 

It  appears  from  Capt.  Mott's  narrative  that  Romans  separated  from  the  party 
at  Bennington,  and  was  not  at  the  taking  of  the  fort.  He  was  at  Ticonde- 
roga soon  afterwards,  where  he  made  himself  useful  in  providing  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  ordnance,  &c.,  arid  was  commended  by  Arnold  as  "  an  able  en- 
gineer," and  ':a  very  spirited,  judicious  gentleman.'1'  In  August  or  Septem- 
ber, 1775,  he  was  employed  by  the  New  York  committee  of  safety  to  prepare 
plans  and  estimates  for  works  of  defence  on  Hudson's  River,  was  appointed 
engineer  of  the  province,  with  the  pay"  of  a  colonel,  and  intrusted  witli  the 
erection  of  Fort  Constitution,  and  other  fortifications  in  the  Highlands.  But, 
before  the  close  of  the  year,  he  had  quarreled  with  the  provincial  commis- 
'  sioners,  and,  having  been  refused  a  commission  as  colonel,  abandoned  his 
work.— (Amer.  Archives,  4th  series,  II.,  585,  645 ;  III.,  732-4,  1367.) 
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after  them,  they  would  give  me  an  order  or  letter  to  them 
to  join  with  them,  and  to  have  my  voice  with  them  in  con- 
ducting the  affair  and  laying  out  the  money ;  and  also  that 
I  might  take  five  or  six  men  with  me.  On  which,  I.  took 
with  me,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Halsey,  Mr.  Epaphras  Bull,  Mr. 
Wm.  Nichols,  Mr.  Elijah  Babcock,  and  John  Bigelow* 
joined  me ;  and  Saturday,  the  29th  April,  in  the  afternoon, 
we  set  out  on  said  expedition.  That  night  arrived  at 
Smith's  in  New  Hartford :  stayed  that  night.  The  next 
day,  being  Sunday,  the  30th  April,  on  our  way  to  Salis- 
bury, Mr.  Babcock  tired  his  horse;  we  got  another  horse 
of  Esq.  Humphrey!  in  Norfolk,  arid  that  day  arrived  at 
Salisbury ;  tarried  all  night ;  and  the  next  day,  having  aug- 
men  ted  our  company  to  the  number  of  sixteen  in  the 
whole, \  we  concluded  it  was  not  best  to  add  any  more,  as 
we  meant  to  keep  our  business  a  secret  and  ride  through 
the  country  unarmed  till  we  came  to  the  New  Settlements 
on  the  Grants.  We  arrived  at  Mr.  Dewey's  in  Sheffield, 
and  there  we  sent  off  Mr.  Jer.  Halsey  and  Capt.  John  Ste- 
phens, to  go  to  Albany  in  order  to  discover  the  temper  of 
the  people  in  that  place,  and  to  return  and  inform  us  as 
soon  as  possible. 

That   night,  we  arrived   at  Col.   Boston's  in   Pittsfield, 

*  Jeremiah  Halsey,  of  Preston,  was  a  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Mott's  company. 
The  others  were  of  Hartford. 

\  Capt.  Mott's  receipt  to  Michael  Humphrey  and  Giles  Pettibone,  Esqrs., 
dated  Norfolk,  April  30,  1775,  for  a  horse,  ''supplied  for  our  service,"  ap- 
praised at  £16,  105.  is  in  "Revolutionary  War,"  Vol.  III.,  Doc.  45. 

^  The  journal  of  Capt.  Mott,  and  documents  in  the  State  Archives,  supply 
the  following  names  of  Connecticut  men  in  the  expedition : — Capt.  Edward 
Mott,  Lieut.  Jeremiah  Halsey,  of  Preston ;  Epaphras  Bull,  Wm.  Nichols,  Eli- 
jah Babcock,  Capt.  John  Bigelow,  Bernard  Romans,  of  Hartford;  Capt.  Eli- 
sha  Phelps,  Noah  Phelps,  of  Simsbury;  Ashbel  Welles,  (whose  team  carried 
the  baggage,  &c.,  of  the  party  from  Hartford ;)  Capt.  John  Stevens,  of  Ca- 
naan; Samuel  Blagden,  (afterwards  lieutenant-colonel  in  Sheldon's  Light 
Horse,)  Josiah  Stoddard  and  Levi  Allen,  of  Salisbury ;  Capt.  Ezra  Hickok, 
Thomas  Barber,  3d,  and  (probably)  Gershom  Hewitt. 


168  JOUENAL   OF 

where  we  fell  in  company  with  John  Brown  Esq.*  who  had 
been  at  Canada  and  Ticonderoga  about  a  month  before ;  on 
which  we  concluded  to  make  known  our  business  to  Col. 
Easton  and  said  Brown,  and  to  take  their  advice  on  the 
same.  I  was  advised  by  Messrs.  Deane,  Leffingwell  and 
Parsons,  at  Hartford,  not  to  raise  our  men  'till  we  came  to 
the  IN".  Hampshire  Grants,  lest  we  should  be  discovered  by 
having  too  long  a  march  through  the  country ;  but  when 
we  advised  with  said  Easton  and  Brown,  they  advised  us 
that  as  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the 
Grants,  and  as  the  people  were  generally  poor,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  men  there, — therefore 
we  had  better  raise  a  number  of  men  sooner.  Said  Easton 
and  Brown  concluded  to  go  with  us,  and  Easton  said  he 
would  assist  me  in  raising  some  men  in  his  liegiment.  We 
then  concluded  for  me  to  go  with  Col.  Easton  to  Jericho 
and  Williarnstown  to  raise  men,  and  the  rest  of  us  to  go 
forward  to  Bennington  and  see  if  they  could  purchase  pro- 
visions there.  We  raised  2-i  men  in  Jericho,  and  15  in 
Williamstown,  and  got  them  equipped  ready  to  march. 
Then  Col.  Easton  and  I  set  out  for  Bennington.  That  eve- 
ning, we  met  with  an  express  from  our  people  informing  us 
that  they  had  seen  a  man  directly  from  Ticonderoga,  and 
that  he  informed  them  that  they  were  re-inforced  at  Ticon- 
deroga, and  were  repairing  the  garrison,  and  were  every 
way  on  their  guard, — therefore  it  was  best  for  us  to  dismiss 
the  men  we  had  raised,  and  proceed  no  further,  as  we  should 
not  succeed.  I  asked  who  the  man  was,  where  he  belonged, 

*  John  Brown,  Esq.,  then  a  young  lawyer  of  Pittsfleld — afterwards  a  dis- 
tinguished officer  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  He  is  named,  in  Allen's 
dispatch  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  as  having  "greatly  contributed  to 
the  taking  of  the  Fortress,"  and  by  Capt.  Mott,  as  "an  able  counsellor,  full 
of  spirit  and  resolution,  as  well  as  good  conduct." — (Amer.  Archives,  4th  se- 
ries, II.,  556,  560.)  He  was  sent  to  carry  intelligence  of  the  successful  result 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  His  account  against  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  for  "14  days'  service  in  the  expedition  to  Ticonde- 
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and  where  lie  was  going,  but  could  get  no  account:  on 
which  I  ordered  that  the  men  should  not  be  dismissed  but 
that  we  would  proceed. 

The  next  day  I  arrived  at  Bennington.  There,  overtook 
our  people,  all  but  Mr.  Noah  Phelps  and  Mr.  Heacock  who 
were  gone  forward  to  reconnoiter  the  Fort,  and  Mr.  Halsey 
and  Mr.  Stephens  had  not  got  back  from  Albany.  I  in- 
quired why  they  sent  back  to  me  to  dismiss  the  expedition, 
when  neither  our  men  from  Albany  nor  the  reconnoitering 
party  were  returned  ?  They  said  they  did  not  think  that  we 
should  succeed.  I  told  them  that  fellow  they  saw  knew 
nothing  about  the  garrison ;  that  I  had  seen  him  since,  and 
had  examined  him  strictly,  and  that  he  was  a  lying  fellow 
and  had  not  been  at  the  fort.  I  told  them  with  the  two 
hundred  men  that  wre  proposed  to  raise,  I  was  not  afraid  to 
go  round  the  Fort  in  open  light;  if  it  was  re-inforced  with 
five  hundred  men,  they  would  not  follow  us  out  into  the 
woods ;  that  the  accounts  we  had  would  not  do  to  go  back 
with,  and  tell  in  Hartford.  While  on  this  discourse,  Mr. 
Halsey  and  Stephens  came  back  from  Albany,  and  both 
agreed  with  me  that  it  was  best  to  go  forward ;  after  which, 
Mr.  Halsey  and  Mr.  Bull  both  declared  that  they  would 
not  go  back  for  no  story,  'till  they  had  seen  the  Fort  them- 
selves. On.  which  it  was  concluded  that  we  would  pro- 
ceed ;  and  as  provisions  were  very  scarce  on  the  Grants, 
we  sent  Capt.  Stephens  and  Mr.  Hewitt  to  Albany  New 
City  to  purchase  provisions  and  send  to  us,  as  soon  as  they 
could:  and  Mr.  Romans  left  us  and  joined  no  more;  we 
were  all  glad,  as  he  had  been  a  trouble  to  us,  all  the  time 
he  was  with  us. 

Then  we  proceeded  to  raise  the  men  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  sent  forward  men  on  whom  we  could  depend,  to  way- 
lay the  roads  that  lead  from  those  places  we  were  raising 
men  in  to  Fort  Edward,  Lake  George,  Skenesborough,  Ti- 

roga,  at  6  sb.  per  day,"  horso  hire  and  expenses,  amounting  to  £9,  Is.,  9rf., 
(rendered  in  June,  1775,)  is  in  "Revolutionary  War  Papers"  III.,  62. 
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conderoga  or  Crown  Point, — with  orders  to  take  up  all  those 
who  were  passing  from  either  of  those  garrisons  and  send 
to  us  to  be  examined,  and  that  all  who  were  passing  towards 
those  garrisons,  from  us,  should  be  stopped,  so  that  no  ii> 
telligence  should  go  from  us  to  the  garrisons;  and  on  Sun- 
day night,  the  seventh  of  May,  we  all  arrived  at  Cassel 
Town  [Castleton,]  the  place  where  we  had  appointed  for 
the  men  all  to  meet:  and  on  Monday  the  8th  of  May,  the 
Committee  all  got  together,  to  conclude  in  what  method 
we  would  proceed  in  order  to  accomplish  our  design, — of 
which  Committee,  I  was  Chairman. 

And  after  debating  on  the  different  methods  to  proceed, 
and  in  what  manner  to  retreat  in  case  of  a  repulse,  we  re- 
solved and  voted,  that  we  would  proceed  in  the  following 
manner,  viz:  that  a  party  of  thirty  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Herrick,  should,  the  next  day  in  the  after- 
noon, take  into  custody  Major  Skene  and  his  party,  and 
boats;  and  that  the  rest  of  the  men,  which  consisted  of 
about  140,  should  go,  through  Shoreham,  to  the  Lake,  op- 
posite to  Ticonderoga ;  and  that  a  part  of  the  men  that 
went  to  Skenesborough  should,  in  the  night  following,  go 
down  the  Lake,  by  Ticonderoga,  in  the  boats,  to  Shoreham, 
in  order  to  carry  men  across  the  Lake  to  Ticonderoga.  We 
also  sent  Capt.  Douglas  to  go  to  Crown  Point,  and  see  if 
he  could  not  agree  with  his  brother-in-law  who  lived  there, 
to  hire  the  king's  boats,  on  some  stratagem,  and  send  up 
the  Lake  from  there,  to  assist  in  carrying  over  our  men. 
It  was  further  agreed,  that  Col.  Ethan  Allen  should  have 
the  command  of  the  party  that  should  go  against  Ticon- 
deroga, agreeable  to  my  promise  made  to  the  men  when  I 
engaged  them  to  go,  that  they  should  be  commanded  by 
their  own  officers. 

In  the  evening  after,  the  part}^  that  was  to  go  to  Skenes- 
borough was  drafted  out,  and  Col.  Allen  was  gone  to  Mr. 
Wessells,  in  Shoreham,  to  meet  some  men  who  were  lo 
come  in  there,  having  received  his  orders,  at  what  time  he 
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must  be  ready  and  must  take  possession  of  the  garrison  of 
Ticonderoga, — the  whole  plan  being  settled  by  a  vote  of 
the  Committee.* 

In  the  evening,  Col.  Arnold  came  to  us,  with  his  orders,  f 
and  demanded  the  command  of  our  people,  as  he  said  we 
had  no  proper  orders.  We  told  him  we  could  not  surren- 
der the  command  to  him,  as  our  people  were  raised  on  con- 
dition that  they  should  be  commanded  by  their  own  offi- 
cers. He  persisted  in  his  demand,  and  the  next  morning 
he  proceeded  forward  to  overtake  Col.  Allen.  I  was  then 
with  the  party  that  was  going  to  Skenesborough,  a  mile 
and  a  half  distance  from  the  other  party.  When  Col.  Ar- 
nold went  after  Col.  Allen,  the  whole  party  followed  him, 
for  fear  he  should  prevail  on  Col.  Allen  to  resign  the  com- 
mand, and  left  all  the  provisions,  so  that  I,  with  Capt. 
Phelps  and  Babcock,  was  obliged  to  leave  the  party  that  I 
was  with,  and  go  with  the  packhorses  with  the  provisions, 
and  could  not  overtake  them  till  the  first  division  had 
crossed  the  Lake.  We  followed  them,  as  soon  as  the  boats 


*  Capt.  Edward  Mott,  Noah  Phelps,  Col.  James  Easton,  and  Epaphras  Bull, 
signed,  as  "Committee  of  "War  for  the  expedition,"  the  remonstrance  against 
Arnold's  proceedings. — (See  Amer.  Archives,  4th  series,  II.,  556.)  Capt.  E15- 
ftha  Phelps  was  also  a  member  of  the  committee — as  appears  from  his  letter. 
(Doc.  III.) 

f  Arnold  wag  commissioned  by  Connecticut,  in  April,  captain  of  the  5th 
company  in  Wooster's  regiment.  But  he  had  raised  a  company  of  volunteers 
in  New  Haven,  marched  to  Cambridge  and  joined  the  American  Camp  on 
Saturday,  the  29th  of  April,  (the  day  after  Capt.  Mott  and  his  party  left 
Hartford.)  Having  made  a  statement  to  the  Massachusetts  committee  of 
safety  of  the  condition  of  the  fort  at  Ticonderoga,  the  number  of  cannon 
there,  &c.,  he  procured  from  the  committee,  on  the  3d  of  May,  a  commission  a 
"colonel  and  commander-in-chief  over  a  body  of  men  not  exceeding  four 
hundred,"  to  be  enlisted  for  the  reduction  of  Ticonderoga. — (Amer.  Archive.?, 
4th  series.  II.,  450,  485.)  He  arrived  at  Castleton  on  the  evening  of  the  9th 
of  May,  "not  having  enlisted  one  man,  nor  do  we  know,"  wrote  the  com- 
mittee of  war,  "that  he  has  or  could  do  it,"  and  "  presumed  to  contend  for  the 
command  of  the  forces  that  we  had  raised,  who  we  had  assured  should  go  un- 
der the  command  of  their  own  officers  and  he  paid  and  maintained  by  the  colony 
of  Connecticut." — (Id.,  556,  558.) 
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got  back,  and  when  we  got  over  they  were  in  possession  of 
the  Fort.  We  entered  the  Fort  immediately,  and  soon  got 
the  Regular  troops  under  guard,  and  their  arms  all  in  our 
possession.  This  was  done  on  Wednesday,  the  10th  of 
May.*  After  which,  Col.  Arnold  challenged  the  com- 
mand again,  and  insisted  that  he  had  a  right  to  have  it:  on 
which,  our  soldiers  again  paraded,  and  declared  they  would 
go  right  home,  for  they  would  not  be  commanded  by  Ar- 
nold. We  told  them,  they  should  not,  and  at  length  paci- 
fied them  ;  and  then  reasoned  with  Arnold,  and  told  him  as 
lie  had  not  raised  any  men,  lie  could  not  expect  to  have  the  com- 
mand of  ours.  He  still  insisted  that  as  we  had  no  legal 
orders  to  show,  he  had  a  right  to  take  the  command.  On 
which  I  wrote  Col.  Allen  his  orders,  as  folio vveth,  (viz.) — 

To  Col  Ethan  Allen. 

Sir.  Whereas,  agreeable  to  the  Power  and  Authority  to 
us  given  by  the  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT,  we  have  ap- 
pointed you  to  take  the  command  of  a  party  of  men  and 
reduce  and  take  possession  of  the  garrison  of  Ticonderoga 
and  its  dependencies,  and  as  you  are  now  in  possession  of 
the  same, — You  are  hereby  directed  to  keep  the  command 
of  said  garrison,  for  the  use  of  the  American  Colonies,  till 
you  have  further  orders  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  or 
from  the  Continental  Congress. 

Signed  per  order  of  Committee, 

EDWARD  MOTT,  Chairman  Committee. 
Ticonderoga,  May  10th,  1775. 

*  See  Allen's  letter  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress. — (Doc.  IV.) 
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IT. 

CAPTAIN   MOTT'S   ACCOUNT   OF   HIS   EXPENSES    IN   THE   EX- 
PEDITION   TO   TICONDEROGA. 

[From  the  State  Archives,  "  Revolutionary  War,"  Vol.  III.,  Doc.  34.] 

THE  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT 

To  EDWARD  MOTT  Dr. 

1775.  To  sundry  expenses  on  account  of  raising  men  to  take,  and 
taking  possession  of  the  Garrison  of  Ticonderoga  and 
its  dependencies,  in  Ma}r,  1775: — 

April  26.     To  expenses  from  Preston  to  Hartford, £  0     5     0 

To  expenses  at  Hartford,  while  consulting 
what  plan  to  take  or  where  it  would  be 

best  to  raise  the  men, 015     0 

30.     To  expenses  of  six  men  at  New-Hartford,  on 
our  way  to  New-Hampshire  grants,  to 

raise  men, 0  18  11 

May  1.     To  expenses  at  Norfolk, 015     0 

To  expenses  at  Shaftsbury, 0     7     8 

To  expenses  in  Jericho,  while  raising  men,..     105 
To  expenses  of  marching  men  from  Jericho 

to  Williamstown, 1     4     0 

To  expenses  at  Allentown, 0     G     8 

To  expenses  at  Manchester, 2     4     6 

To  expenses  at  Newport, 016     0  £  8  13  2 

To  expenses  at  Pawlet, 1     3     3 

To  expenses  at  Castleton, 1     6     0 

To  cash  to  Elias  Herrick  for  his  and  Asa  Ed- 
dy's expenses, 1  4  0 

To  cash  to  Wm.  Nichols  Esq.  for  expenses, . .  400 

To  cash  to  Epaphras  Bull  for  expenses, ....  4     0     0 

To  cash  to  a  teamster  for  carting  provisions,  060 
To  cash  to  Capt.  Noah  Phelps  for  expense,  .100 

To  cash  to  Elijah  Babcock, 6     0     0 

To  cash  to  Col.  Ethan  Allen's  wife, 3     0     0 

To  cash  to  Col.  Warner's  wife., 2     0     0  £23  19  3 

To  a  horse,  cost  me  £20  in  cash,  which  I 
wore  out  in  riding  to  raise  the  men,  and 
going  to  Ticonderoga,  so  that  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  her  and  get  another  horse 
to  ride  back  to  Hartford. 20  0  0 
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To  my  expenses  from  Ticonderoga  back  to 

Hartford,  after  we  had  taken  the  Fort, . .  £  2  14  0 

To  my  time,  or  wages,  while  gone  on  said 
service,  and  going  from  Hartford  to  Phil- 
adelphia to  report  to  Congress,  by  Gov- 
ernor Trumbull's  orders- — being  between 
30  and  40  days — much  of  the  time,  night 
and  day, 20  0  0  £42  14  0 

£75     6  5 

Hartford,  Jan.  20,  1178. 

Errors  Excepted. 

per  EDWARD  MOTT. 

Hartford,  Jan.  20,  1778.  Major  Edward  Mott  personally  appeared  and 
made  solemn  oath  that  the  above  account  is  justly  and  truly  charged,  in  every 
article,  Coram, 

0.  ELLSWORTH,  Just.  Pacis. 


III. 

LETTER    FROM   CAPT.    ELISHA    PHELPS,*   COMMISSARY,    TO 
THE   GENERAL   ASSEMBLY. 

[From  the  original,  in  the  possession  of  Learned  Hebard,  Esq.,  of  Lebanon.] 

SKENESBOROUGH,  May  16th,  1775. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut in  New  England,  America,  now  sitting  at  Hartford. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House :  I  now  would  endeavour  to 
state  before  you  the  situation  of  the  affairs  of  these  north- 
ern frontiers,  and  the  army,  and  fort,  and  our  proceedings 
from  the  beginning.  When  we  left  Hartford,  our  orders 
was  to  repair  to  the  Grants  of  Hampshire  and  raise  an  ar- 
my of  men,  as  we  thought  proper,  to  go  and  take  the  Fort 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  Major  Skene  &c.,  and 
to  destroy  the  Fort,  or  keep  it  and  send  an  express  to  Al- 

*  Capt.  Elisha  Phelps,  of  Simsbury,  (brother  of  Capt.  Noah  Phelps.)  was 
the  commissary  of  the  expedition.  He  was  subsequent!  }r  (June,  1775,)  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Trumbull.  commissary  of  provisions,  for  the  northern  army, 
and  served  until  his  death,  in  1776. 
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bany  and  see  if  they  would  keep  it,  or  send  to  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut.  Upon  which  orders  we  went  to  Pittsfield, 
and  Col.  Easton  and  Capt.  Douglas  [Dickinson  ?]  joined  us 
with  about  60  men ;  and  we  pursued  to  Bennington  and 
met  Col.  Allen,  who  was  much  pleased  with  the  intended 
expedition,  and  we  agreed  he  should  get  one  hundred  men. 
We  sent  forward  to  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,  Capt. 
Noah  Phelps  and  Mr.  Hickok,  to  reconnoitre  and  see  what 
discovery  they  could  make, — who  met  us  at  Castleton  ;  who 
informed  us  that  the  Eegulars  was  not  any  ways  apprized 
of  our  coming.  To  which,  the  army  pursued  on,  and  on 
the  10th  day  of  May  instant  took  Fort  Ticonderoga,  and 
also  Major  Skenc,  and  have  sent  them  with  proper  guards 
to  Hartford.  There  is  at  the  fort  about  200  men, — in  a 
fort  of  broken  walls  and  gates,  and  but  few  cannon  in  or- 
der, and  very  much  out  of  repair;  and  in  a  great  quarrel 
with  Col.  Arnold,  who  shall  command  the  Fort, — even  that 
some  of  the  soldiers  threaten  the  life  of  Col.  Arnold.  Ma- 
jor Skene's  estate  we  have  put  into  the  care  of  Capt.  Noah 
Lee,*  a  man  of  good  character  and  capable  of  taking  care 
of  the  business  well.  The  people  on  the  grants  are  in 
much  distress  for  want  of  provisions.  The  iron  work  must 
be  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  here ;  but  it 
would  not  do  by  no  means  to  have  Mr.  Brookf  stay  here, 
as  he  was  looked  upon  to  be  a  bigger  enemy  to  his  country 
than  Major  Skene,  and  'tis  an  easy  matter  to  send  an  Indian 
to  Canada  and  inform  them  all  our  schemes  and  plans. 
One  enemy  in  the  city  is  worse  than  ten  outside. 

News  I  have  by  a  credible  man  as  any  in  these  parts, 
(by  name,  Gershom  Beach,  of  Rutland,)  and  who  has  been 
one  of  Major  Skene's  best  friends,  but  loves  himself  and 
country  better, — who  told  me  he  was  at  the  Major's  on 
Saturday,  before  the  Major  was  taken,  (who  was  taken 

*The  first  settler  of  Castleton,  and  a  leading  man  there, 
f  Mr.  Brook  was  sent  a  prisoner  to  Hartford,  with  Major  Skene  and  his 
family.     (See  Doc.  VI  f.) 
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Tuesday  ;)  that  his  father  had  sent  him  a  letter,  and  shewed 
it  to  him,  which  informed  the  young  Major  that  he  had 
married  to  a  lady  of  fortune  of  forty  three  thousand  pound 
sterling,  and  that  he  had  a  commission  in  chief  over  Fort 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  and  Fort  George;'*  also  the 
Major  asked  Mr.  Beach  about  rebuilding  the  forts ;  Mr. 
Beach  told  him  he  could  not  get  men  enough,  as  they 
would  be  at  Boston :  the  Major  replied,  his  father  had  a  thou- 
sand men  coming  with  him,  and  was  to  have  been  here  by 
the  first  day  of  May  instant.  Now,  Gentlemen,  I  must  beg 
liberty  to  offer  my  humble  opinion,  which  is,  that  not  less 
than  three  thousand  men  be  here  immediately,  and  to  push 
on  to  Saint  John's  and  Canada,  and  secure  them  forts  and, 
in  doing  that,  secure  the  Canadians  and  Indians  on  our 
side,  arid  secure  the  frontier  from  the  rage  of  the  savages ; 
and  for  another  small  army  to  go  to  Detroit  &c.  Begging 
pardon  for  directing  any  in  these  affairs. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  as  we  have  done  the  business  we  was 
sent  to  do,  must  pray  that  you  would  send  me  special  or- 
ders whether  I  shall  provide  any  longer  for  the  army ;  on 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut's  cost  or  not.  As  I  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Committee,  of  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
be  one,  to  be  commissary  for  the  army,  I  am  determined  to 
go  to  New  City  and  Albany  and  secure  some  provision, 
and  wait  for  further  orders  from  the  Assembly. 

I  dined  with  three  Indians  this  day,  who  belonged  to 
Stockbridge,  sent  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  a  number  of  other 
gentlemen  of  that  town  to  Canada,  to  see  if  they  can  find 
out  the  temper  of  the  Canada  Indians.  I  also  saw  a  young 
gentleman  from  Albany  that  says  they  disapproved  of  our 

*  He  sailed  from  London  for  Quebec,  in  May.  Learning  from  a  vessel, 
which  was  spoken  on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  of  the  loss  of  Ticondero- 
ga, the  vessel's  course  was  changed,  and  he  landed  in  Philadelphia,  June  7th. 
ITe  was  immediately  placed  in  confinement,  and  on  the  27th  was,  by  order  of 
Congress,  sent  under  guard  to  Connecticut,  to  be  confined  on  parole,  under 
the  supervision  of  Gov.  Trumbull. — (Letter  of  M.  S.  Mum  ford  to  Jona.  Trum- 
lull,  Jr.;  Journals  of  Congress,  June  8th  and  21th.) 
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proceeding  in  taking  the  fort,  in  that  we  did  not  acquaint 
them  of  it  before  that  it  was  done.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
well  if  some  gentlemen  should  wait  on  the  Congress  at 
New  York,  so  as  to  keep  peace  with  them.  N.  B. — We 
did  inform  the  Gentlemen  Committee  of  Albany  of  our 
proceedings,  which  you  will  see  by  a  letter  in  the  hands 
of  Capt.  Mott, 

Gentlemen,  I  am  with  esteem  your  very  humble  servant 
at  command,  ELISHA  PHELPS. 

[Endorsed:]  Received,  Saturday,  20th  May  '75,  about  12  o'clock. 


IV. 
ETHAN   ALLEN   TO   THE    MASSACHUSETTS   CONGRESS. 

[Force's  Amcr.  Archives,  4th  series,  II.,  556.] 

TICONDEROGA,  May  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  to  inform  you  with  pleasure  unfelt 
before,  that  on  break  of  day  of  the  tenth  of  May,  1775,  by 
the  order  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, took  the  Fortress  of  Ticonderoga  by  storm.  The 
soldiery  was  composed  of  about  one  hundred  Green  Mount- 
ain Boys,  and  near  fifty  veteran  soldiers  from  the  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  latter  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  James  Easton,  who  behaved  with  great 
zeal  and  fortitude,  not  only  in  council,  but  in  the  assault. 
The  soldiery  behaved  with  such  resistless  fury,  that  they 
so  terrified  the  King's  Troops  that  they  durst  not  fire  on 
their  assailants,  and  our  soldiery  was  agreeably  disappoint- 
ed. The  soldiery  behaved  with  uncommon  rancour  when 
they  leaped  into  the  Fort ;  and  it  must  be  confessed  that 
the  Colonel  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  taking  of  that 
Fortress,  as  well  as  John  Brown  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law, 
who  was  also  an  able  counsellor,  and  was  personally  in  the 
attack.  I  expect  the  Colonies  will  maintain  this  Fort.  As 
to  the  cannon  and  warlike  stores,  I  hope  they  may  serve 

13 
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the  cause  of  liberty  instead  of  tyranny,  and  I  humbly  im- 
plore your  assistance  in  immediately  assisting  the  Govern- 
ment of  Connecticut  in  establishing  a  garrison  in  the  re- 
duced premises.  Colonel  Easton  will  inform  you  at  large. 
From,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ETHAN  ALLEN. 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  Province  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts Bay,  or  Council  of  War. 


V. 

COL.    ETHAN   ALLEN    TO   GOV.    TRUMBULL. 

[From  the  original;  communicated  by  Learned  Ilebard,  Esq.,  of  Lebanon.] 

TICONDEROGA,  12th  May,  1775. 

Hon'ble  Sir.  I  make  you  a  present  of  a  Major,  a  Cap- 
tain and  two  Lieutenants  in  the  regular  Establishment  of 
George  the  Third.  I  hope  they  may  serve  as  ransoms  for 
some  of  our  friends  at  Boston,  and  particularly  for  Capt. 
Brown*  of  Rhode  Island.  A  party  of  men  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Herrickf  has  took  possession  [of]  Skenes- 
borough,  imprisoned  Major  Skene,  and  seized  a  Schooner 
of  his.^  I  expect  in  ten  days'  time  to  have  it  rigged, 
manned,  and  armed  with  6  or  8  pieces  of  cannon,  which, 
with  the  boats  in  our  possession,  I  purpose  to  make  an  at- 
tack on  the  armed  Sloop  of  George  the  Third  which  is  now 
cruising  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  is  about  twice  as  big  as 
the  Schooner.  I  hope  in  a  short  time  to  be  authorized  to 

*  Mr.  John  Brown,  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Providence,  being  at 
Newport,  April  26th,  as  an  agent  of  the  Colony,  to  purchase  provisions  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  was  made  prisoner,  and  confined  on  board  a  man-of-war 
lying  in  the  harbor ;  and  about  three  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  which  he  had 
put  on  board  a  packet-boat  for  Providence,  were  seized,  and  sent  to  Boston 
for  condemnation. — (Stephen  Hopkins' 's  letter  to  the  Mass.  Congress,  in  Amer. 
Archives,  4th  ser.,  II.,  422.) 

f  With  this  party  were  Messrs.  Blagden,  Bigelow,  and  Nichols. — (Gordon's 
Amer.  Revolution,  II..  13.) 
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acquaint  your  Honour  that  Lake  Charnplain  and  the  forti- 
fications thereon  are  subjected  to  the  Colonies. 

The  enterprise  has  been  approbated  by  the  officers  and 
soldiery  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  nor  do  I  hesitate  as 
to  the  success.  I  expect  lives  must  be  lost  in  the  attack  as 
the  commander  of  George's  sloop  is  a  man  of  courage  &c. 

I  conclude  Capt.  Warner  is  by  this  time  in  possession  of 
Crown  Point,  the  ordnance,  stores  &c.  I  conclude  Gov- 
ernor Carlton  will  exert  himself  to  oppose  ns,  and  com- 
mand the  Lake  &c. 

Messrs.  Hickok,  Halsey  and  Nichols  have  the  charge  of 
conducting  the  officers  to  Hartford.*  These  gentlemen 
have  been  very  assiduous  and  active  in  the  late  expedition. 

I  depend  upon  your  Honour's  aid  and  assistance  in  a  sit- 
uation so  contiguous  to  Canada. 

I  subscribe  myself  your  Honour's  ever  faithful],  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant 

ETHAN  ALLEN 

at  present  Commander  of  Ticonderoga. 
[Superscribed :] 

To  The  Hon'ble  Jonathan  Trumbull  Esq. 
Capt.  General  &  Governor  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed:]     Eeceived,  Saturday,  20th,  A.  M.  near  12  o'clock. 


VI. 

MASSACHUSETTS  CONGRESS  TO   BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

[Force's  Am.  Archives,  4th  series,  II.,   676.] 

WATERTOWN,  May  22,  1775. 

Sir :  This  Congress  have  this  day  received  your  letter 
of  the  eleventh  instant,  informing  the  Committee  of  Safety 

*They  arrived  at  Hartford,  Thursday,  May  18th.  The  other  prisoners, 
forty-seven  in  number,  came,  under  escort  of  Mr.  Epaphras  Bull,  on  Saturday, 
May  20th. — (Conn.  Courant,  May  22d) 
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of  the  reduction  of  the  fort  at  Tic-end eroga,  with  its  de- 
pendencies which  was  laid  before  this  Congress  by  said 
Committee.  We  applaud  the  conduct  of  the  Troops,  and 
esteem  it  a  very  valuable  acquisition. 

We  thank  you  for  your  exertions  in  the  cause,  and  con- 
sidering the  situation  of  this  Colony  at  this  time,  having  a 
formidable  Army  in  the  heart  of  it,  whose  motions  must 
be  constantly  attended  to,  and  as  the  affairs  of  that  expedi- 
tion began  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  the  cause  be- 
ing common  to  us  all,  we  have  already  wrote  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  that  Colony  to  take  the  "whole  matter 
respecting  the  same  under  their  care  and  direction,  until 
the  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress  can  be  had  in  that 
behalf,  a  copy  of  which  letter  we  now  enclose  you. 

We  are,  &c. 


VII. 

PERMISSION    GRANTED    TO    THE    LADIES    OF    GOVERNOR 

SKENE'S  FAMILY  TO  RETURN  TO  SKENESBOROUGH,  &c. 

[Colony  Records,  XL,  477.] 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  May  Session,  1775. 
Upon  the  memorial  of  Andrew  Philip  Skene,  of  Skenes- 
borough  in  the  province  of  New  York,  preferred  to  this 
Assembly,  shewing  that  on  the  ninth  of  instant  May,  he, 
with  his  family  consisting  of  an  aunt,  two  sisters,  and 
one  Mr.  Brooks,  were  taken  at  said  Skenesborough  and 
brought  into  this  colony,  where  they  now  are;  praying 
that  his  said  aunt,  sisters  and  said  Brooks  may  have 
liberty  to  and  be  protected  in  their  return  to  said  Skenes- 
borough or  elsewhere ;  and  that  he  the  said  Andrew  P. 
Skene  may  have  liberty  to  return  to  his  farm  and  estate 
at  said  Skenesborough  &c.,  or  to  appoint  and  send  some 
suitable  person  to  take  care  of  his  said  farm  and  estate 
at  Skenesborough  ;  as  per  memorial  on  file : — 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialist's  said 
family,  viz.  his  aunt  and  his  two  sisters,  have  liberty,  and 
liberty  is  hereby  granted  to  them  to  return  to  said  Skenes- 
borough, or  to  the  province  of  Quebec  or  elsewhere,  under 
the  direction  and  protection  of  Oliver  Wolcott  Esq.,  Messrs. 
Elisha  Sheldon  of  Salisbury,  and  John  Bigelow  of  Hart- 
ford, a  committee  hereby  appointed  to  direct  and  assist 
them  in  removing  to  Skenesborough  or  to  the  province  of 
Quebec  as  aforesaid.*  And  said  Major  Andrew  P.  Skene 
hereby  has  liberty  granted,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
committee  aforesaid,  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  re- 
pair to  and  take  care  of  his  said  farm  and  business  at  said 
Skenesborough,  that  it  may  not  suffer  by  his  absence ;  and 
the  commander  of  the  troops  from  this  Colony  at  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Crown  Point  is  hereby  directed  to  take  care  that 
said  Major  Skene's  estate  aforesaid  suffer  no  unnecessary 
waste  from  the  troops  of  this  colony. 


VIII. 

COL.    SAMUEL   H.    PARSONS   TO   JOSEPH   TRUMBULL. 

[From  a  copy  communicated  by  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  Esq.,  of  Middletown.] 

NEW  LONDON,  2d  June,  1775. 
Dear  Sir : 

A  small  sketch  of  my  history  since  I  saw  you  at  Ox- 
ford may  give  you  some  satisfaction,  and  open  a  little  the 
state  of  mind  some  gentlemen  have  been  in  the  whole  of 
last  moon. 

When  I  left  you  I  proceeded  to  Hartford,  where  I  arrived 
Thursday  forenoon. f     You  remember  I  remarked  to  you, 

*  Capt.  John  Bigelow,  of  Hartford,  was  appointed  to  escort  them  on  their 
return.  See,  in  the  general  account  of  disbursements,  (Doc.  XI.,)  an  entry  of 
payment  "To  John  Bigelow  to  remove  Misses  Skene  &c.  to  Canada,  £150." 

f  April  27th. — The  next  day,  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Romans  were  dispatched 
from  Hartford,  and  Capt.  Mott  and  his  party  followed  on  the  29th. 
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I  was  concerned  for  the  defenceless  state  (as  I  apprehended,) 
of  our  camp,  and  the  want  of  heavy  cannon,  to  effect  any 
thing  against  the  Town.  On  my  way  to  Hartford,  I  fell 
in  with  Capt.  Arnold,  who  gave  me  an  account  of  the  state 
of  Ticonderoga,  and  that  a  great  number  of  brass  cannon 
were  there.  On  my  arrival  at  Hartford,  Col.  Sam.  Wylrys, 
Mr.  Deane  and  myself  first  undertook  and  projected  taking 
that  fort  &c.,  and  with  the  assistance  of  three  other  persons* 
procured  monev,  men  &c.,  and  sent  out  on  this  expedition 
without  any  consultation  with  Assembly  or  others.  This 
I  mention  only  for  this  reason,  that  'tis  matter  of  diversion 
to  me  to  see  the  various  competitors  for  the  honor  of  con- 
certing and  carrying  this  matter  into  execution,  contending 
so  strenuously  about  a  matter  in  the  execution  of  which 
all  concerned  justly  deserve  applause:  but  some  can  not 
bear  an  equal,  and  none  a  superior,  and  all  make  represent- 
ations at  the  expense  of  truth,  to  monopolize  what  ought 
to  be  divided, — but  more  of  this,  another  time.  I  waited 
at  Hartford  till  Saturday, — got  my  beating  orders,  and  went 
home.  The  next  week  my  company  was  filled,  and  I  had 
orders  to  march  to  Boston,  and  the  week  following  began 
our  march,  when,  to  my  surprise,  the  Sunday  following, 
heard  the  Commissary  had  stopped  the  companies  at  Nor- 
wich. The  same  day,  I  sent  to  Hartford  a  memorandum 
respecting  the  state  of  the  case.  My  messenger  returned 
Thursday, — nothing  done:  the  same  day,  I  went  up  rny- 

*The  names  signed  to  the  receipts  (dated  April  28th.)  show  these  to  have 
been  Messrs.  Christopher  Leffingwell,  Thomas  Mumford,  and  Adam  Babcock. 
Col.  Parsons  expressly  states  that  no  consultation  was  had  "with  Assembly 
or  others  "  than  those  named.  It  has  been  repeatedly  stated  that  Messrs. 
John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams  were  in  Hartford  when  the  expedition  was 
projected,  and  consulted  with  the  Governor  and  Council  respecting  it.  But 
those  gentlemen  did  not  leave  Worcester  (on  their  way  to  the  Congress,)  be- 
fore the  27th,  and  could  not  have  arrived  at  Hartford  until  after  the  advance 
party  from  Connecticut  had  set  out  for  Ticonderoga. — (See  John  Hancocks  let- 
ter to  Mass.  Committee  of  Safety,  from  Worcester,  April  26th,  in  Amer.  Ar- 
chives, 4th  series,  II.,  401.)  /^~~ 
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self,  and  could  get  no  answer  till  Saturday  noon,  when  my 
orders  to  march  were  countermanded,  and  my  regiment 
ordered  back  to  New  London  till  further  orders, — where  I 
now  am,  as  much  chagrined  as  any  person  need  be;  but 
this  is  a  pleasure  to  my  good  friends,  who  feel  a  hearty  sat- 
isfaction in  mortifying  me.  The  renowned  Col.  W.,  the 
ambassador*  is  the  first  on  the  list  of  my  friends.  He  on 
Saturday  mov'd  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  destin- 
ation of  the  troops  might  be  further  laid  over  (to  bed,  I 
suppose,)  for  consideration.  This  great  man  is  the  same 
unchanged  person  who,  I  believe,  would  even  now  gladly 
baffle  all  overtures  for  our  salvation. 

I  am  now  destined  to  this  state  of  imprisonment,  from 
whence  I  shall  never  be  delivered  without  your  help  and 
the  assistance  of  Generals  Spencer  and  Putnam.  If  proper 
representations  of  the  necessity  of  more  men  at  Boston  was 
made  to  the  Governor  by  my  friends  in  Camp,  I  am  certain 
he  will  order  my  regiment  to  Boston  immediately  after  the 
Assembly  rises, — which  I  suppose  was  last  night,  or  will 
be  this  day.f  I  beg  you  would  use  your  interest  to  deliver 
one  from  this  evil  state  as  soon  as  possible. 

What's  become  of  our  friend  Jemmy  Lo veil?:}:     What 

*  Doctor  Win.  S.  Johnson,  of  Stratford,  and  Col.  Erastus  Wolcott,  of  East 
Windsor,  were  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  in  April,  to  wait  upon  General 
Gage,  with  a  letter  from  Governor  Tmmbull,  and  to  confer  with  him  respect- 
ing "  the  late  unfortunate  transactions."  Both  the  provincial  congress  of  Mass- 
achusetts and  the  committee  of  safety  were  greatly, — but  as  the  result 
showed,  needlessly, — alarmed  by  this  measure,  which  they  thought  likely  to 
"produce  the  most  tremendous  events  with  regard  to  America.'1 — (See  Journal 
of  Mass.  Prov,  Congress,  May  2d,  1775.) 

f  The  General  Assembly  adjourned  on  the  31st  of  May.  At  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety,  Wednesday,  June  7th,  it  was  "Vo- 
ted, That  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  raised  for  the  special  defence 
of  this  Colony,  arid  commanded  by  Col.  Samuel  II.  Parsons,  viz.,  that  under 
the  Colonel's  own  command,  and  the  5th  company,  whereof  James  Chapman 
is  Captain,  do  immediately  march  to  Boston  or  some  place  adjacent,  and  join 
the  other  forces  of  this  colony  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Spencer." 

J  James  Lovell,  who  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1756,  was  A  class- 
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is  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  in  Boston  ?  Are  they 
suffered  to  come  out?  The  circumstances  of  our  arnrnT, 
and  the  intended  operations  of  our  forces,  are  questions  I 
want  to  have  answered.  If  I  am  to  remain  on  the  darn 
banks,  I  hope  you  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  write 
me,  and  give  as  particular  information  as  possible. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  friend, 

[Superscribed :]  S.  PARSONS. 

To  Capt.  Joseph  Trumbull, 
In  Cambridge. 


IX. 

RECEIPTS   FOR   MONEY   ADVANCED   BY   THE   COLONY 
TREASURER, 

[From  the  originals,  in  State  Archives  ;  "  Revolutionary  War,"  III.,  20,  21.] 

Received  of  the  Colony  Treasurer,  One  Hundred  Pounds, 
to  be  applied  to  the  Government's  use,  which  we  promise 
to  account  for  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Colony. 

April  28th,  1775.  CHRIST*.  LEFFINGWELL. 

THOS.  MUMFORD. 
ADAM  BABCOCK. 
SAM.  II.  PARSONS. 
SILAS  DEANE. 
[Endorsed :] 

Received  the  contents,  by  order  from  Pay  Table,  to  dis- 
count with  myself  the  contents.  Hartford,  July  7th,  1777. 

J.  LAWRENCE,  Treasurer. 

mate  of  Trumbull  and  Parsons.  A  few  weeks  after  the  date  of  this  letter, 
(June  29th,)  he  was  imprisoned,  by  order  of  Gen.  Howe,  on  the  charge  of 
"being  a  spy  and  giving  intelligence  to  the  rebels:"  and,  when  the  British 
evacuated  Boston,  he  was  sent,  a  prisoner,  to  Halifax.  Released  (by  exchange 
for  Major  Skene.)  in  November,  1776,  he  returned  to  Boston,  and  was  soon 
after  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Congress. — (See  his  letter  to  Gen.  Washington, 
in  Spark's  Writings  of  Washington,  Vol.  III.,  Appendix  XII.) 
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Received  of  John  Lawrence  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  to  bo 
expended  for  the  use  of  Government,  and  for  which  we 
promise  to  account  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Colony. 
April  28th,  1775.  THOS.  MUMFORD. 

SAM.  H.  PARSONS. 
SILAS  DEANE. 
SAM'L  WYLLYS. 
[Endorsed :] 

Received  the  contents,  by  order  from  Pay  Table,  to  dis- 
count with  myself  the  sum  within  mentioned,  being  Two 
Hundred  Pounds,  L.  Money.  Hartford,  July  7th,  1777. 

J.  LAWRENCE,  Treasurer. 


[In  addition  to  the  above,  there  wag  an  order  on  the  Treasurer,  (dated  May 
15th,)  signed  by  Samuel  Bishop,  Jr.,  Wm.  Williams,  and  Samuel  H.  Parsons, 
in  favor  of  Capt.  Noah  Phelps,  for  £10,  "to  supply  him  on  an  express  from 
the  Colony," — and  a  receipt,  May  17th,  for  £500,  "to  be  expended  for  the 
use  of  Government,"  signed  by  Joshua  Porter,  Thos.  Mumford,  Jesse  Root, 
Ezekiel  Williams.  Samuel  Wyllys,  and  Charles  Webb. — (Revolutionary  War 
Papers,  III,,  19,  22.)] 


X. 

PETITION  OF  COL.  S.  H.  PARSONS,  THAT  THE  RECEIPTS,  GIVEN 
BY  HIMSELF  AND  ASSOCIATES,  MIGHT  BE  SURRENDERED. 

["Revolutionary  War,"  VII.,  171.] 

To  the  Hon.  General  Assembly  now  sitting: 

The  Memorial  of  Samuel  H.  Parsons  humbly 
sheweth: — 

That  in  April,  1775,  the  Memorialist,  Mr.  Silas  Deane 
and  Col.  Samuel  Wyllys,  with  others,  were  induced,  from 
the  particular  situation  of  public  affairs  at  that  time,  to  un- 
dertake surprizing  and  seizing  the  enemy's  post  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  without  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the 
Assembly  :  and  to  prosecute  the  business,  were  necessitated 
to  take  out  a  quantity  of  money  from  the  Treasury,  for 
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which  they  gave  their  promissory  receipt:  that  the  whole 
moneys  were  delivered  to  the  gentlemen  sent  on  that  serv- 
ice, and  were  actually  expended  therein :  that  said  receipts 
still  are  holden  against  the  promisers,  notwithstanding  the 
Public  have  taken  the  Post  into  their  own  hands  and  repaid 
the  expense.  Your  Memorialist  therefore  prays  your  Hon- 
ours to  order  said  receipts  to  be  given  up,  and  that  the 
sums  thereof  be  allowed  the  Treasurer  in  settlement, — and 
he,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

Dated  in  Hartford,  the  30th  of  May,  1777. 

SAMUEL  H.  PARSONS. 

In  the  Lower  House :  The  prayer  of  the  above  memorial 
is  granted,  and  liberty  of  a  bill  &c.         Attest, 

BENJ.  HUNTINGTON,  Cleric. 

Concurred  in  the  Upper  House. 

Test,        GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secretary. 


XI. 

GENERAL   ACCOUNT   OF   MONEYS   EXPENDED   BY   CONNECTI- 
CUT,   FOR   TAKING   POSSESSION   OF   TICONDEROGA,    &C. 

["Revolutionary  War,"  III.,  633.] 

An  Account  of  Moneys  advanced  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  towards  the  expence  of 
taking  possession  of  the  Fortress  of  Ticonderoga  and  posts 
adjacent,  and  holding  the  same,  previous  to  General  Schuy- 
lers  taking  the  command,  and  of  disposing  of  and  support- 
ing the  prisoners  brought  from  thence. 

To  Silas  Deane  Esq.  and  others,  to  furnish 
those  that  undertook  the  Ticonderoga  en- 

terprize,  to  secure  that  Fortress, £380     0     0 

To  Col.  James  Easton,  to  transport  powder 
from  Hartford  to  Ticonderoga  &c.,  per 
order  of  Assembly, 200  0  0 
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To  Bernard  Romans,  his  bill  for  monies  dis- 
bursed,    £  31  11  10 

To  Capt.  Elisha  Phelps,  to  ride  from  Ticon- 

deroga  to  Congress  at  Watertown, 10  0  0 

To  Wm.  Nichols,  for  monies  disbursed, ....        25     110 

To  John  Bigelow,  to  remove  Misses  Skene 
&c.  to  Canada,  as  one  of  the  com'tee  for 
that  purpose,  per  act  of  Assembly,  (ac- 
count not  yet  settled,) 150  0  0 

To  Charles  Webb  Esq.,  his  bill  for  moneys 

disbursed, 139  10  11 

To  Joshua  Porter  Esq.,  his  bill  for  moneys  do.,      143  14     9 

To  Barnabas  Dean,  his  bill  for  moneys  do., . .          4     5     4i 

To  Epaphras  Bull,  his  bill  for  moneys  do., . .        58     5     7 

To  Jeremiah  Halsey  Esq.,  his  bill  for  do., ....          315     0 

To  Capt.  Delaplace,  for  liquors  supplied  the 

Garrison, 18  11  9 

To  Josiah  Stoddard,  for  monies  disbursed, . .          7  10     3 

To  Ely  Warner  for  care  of  and  providing  for 

the  prisoners, 22  13  6 

To  Jennet  Collier,  towards  her  bill  for  pro- 
viding for  prisoners, 12  0  0 

To  William  Bull,  his  bill  for  monies  dis- 
bursed,   5  0  2? 

To  Elijah  Babcock,  his  do.  providing  as  com- 
missary,    20  0  0 

To  Simeon  Belding,  his  do.  providing  as  com- 
missary,    416  8 

To  Doctor  Tidmarsh,  administering  to  sick 

prisoners, 5  6  0 

To  Eliph.  Buell,  for  necessaries  for  the  pris- 
oners,    6  18  3 

To  John  H.  Lord,  for  providing  for  the  pris- 
oners,    10  15  0 

To  E.  Williams  &c.  committee,  to  improve  in 

providing  for  the  prisoners, 51  14  0 
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To  Uriah  Burkett,  for  digging  grave  &c.  for 

a  prisoner,* £          6  6 

To  Stephen  Turner,  providing  for  and  tend- 
ing sick  prisoner, 416  0 

To  Patrick  Thomas,  for  boarding  prisoners,..  160 

To  Doctor  Daniel  Butler,  for  doctoring  do., . .  498 

To  Timothy  Phelps,  for  a  coffin, 12  0 

To  Nathaniel  Stanley,  for  horse  hire, 1  11  9 

To  Capt.  O'Hara,  for  axes  &c.,  at  Fort  George,  740 

To  Jennet  Collier,  for  boarding  prisoners, ...  31     0  5 

To  Doctor  E.  Fish,  for  doctoring  prisoners,..  1  12  0 
To  Chapman  Judson,  for  carpenter's  tools 

&c.,  at  Tic., 4     7  8 

To  Capt.  John  Bigelow,  for  moneys  disbursed,  17  16  4^ 
To  John  H.  Lord,  supporting  Ticonderoga 

prisoners, 17     9  0 

To  E.  Williams  Esq.,  com'tee  to  order  pris- 
oners,    65     0  0 

To  Doctor  Cheeny,  for  medicines  for  the  arrny,  10     0  0 

To  Nath'l  Hibard,  for  supplying  sick  soldiers 

&  prisoners, 2619  6 

To  Asa  Yale,  dieting  Chambly  prisoners, ...  0  19  3 

To  Samuel  Knap,  horse  hire  in  Ticonderoga 

expedition, 4  5  0 


£1511     5     Of 


N.  B.     The  foregoing  account  is  exclusive  of  the  Wages 
and  Services  of  those  that  went,  —which  are  not  yet  adjusted. 

Certified  by  THOS.  SEYMOUR  1 

{  Com'tee  of 
Ez.  WILLIAMS     >      ^  T  11 

Nov.  18th,  1775.  O.  ELLSWORTH   J     a^ 

*0n  Mr.  Burkett's  record  of  burials  in  Hartford,  under  date  of  June  17, 
1775,  is  the  entry,  John  McKnell,  a  soldier,  aged  60,  interred  at  expense  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 
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